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5/20/14
6:30PM
25 Present

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Pat Kramer at 6:35.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Secretary's Report
Melissa read the minutes from the April meeting. It will be filed in the Secretary's book. There were no 
changes or additions.

Treasurer's Report
Lauree gave the report.
It will be filed for audit.

Speakers:
John VonEschen from the Northstar Problem Gambling Alliance spoke. He talked about gambling 
addiction and the options for help that are available.
Gambling addiction is a surprisingly common problem. Information was left about programs in the 
area.

Presidents Council Report
Please turn in your HAFA survey if you have not done so.

NiceRide tours will be done again in June. NiceRide members now get a free hour of use each time 
they check out a bike.

Garden requests were discussed. If a hi-rise would like a garden a written request needs to be put in to 
management. The request needs to include the size of the proposed garden, where you would like it to 
be, and who will be taking care of it. You should receive a response within 30 days of submitting your 
request.

PHA is no longer paying the cost of interpreters. Options for dealing with this will be discussed at the 
next Presidents Council meeting.

Wall color options were supposed to have been presented at a Resident Council meeting before the 
painting was done. That was not done for some reason.

Starting a walking group was mentioned. The Hamline walking group was at the last Presidents 
Council meeting. It doesn't cost much to start a walking group.

We will have windows replaced in the coming months.

PHA Report
Manager Larry Ros gave the report.
A reminder was given that guests are the responsibility of the resident they are visiting. (This means 
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that the resident is liable if the guest damages something, etc.)

The trash chutes were cleaned recently.

The bookmobile will be here every other Friday from 11:30AM to 12:30PM. This is handy if you are 
unable to get out to a regular library branch.

HUD inspections will be done on June 9th. The score from this inspection affects the funds we get from 
HUD. About a dozen apartments will be inspected. They will be picked randomly the morning of the 
inspection. Make sure all work order items are called in before then.

Annual inspections will be starting in June as well. The 14th and 13th floors will be done that month.

Do not store gasoline, propane, etc. in your apartment. It is a fire code violation to have such items.
Emergency pull cords need to be hanging down and not taped or tied up. You also should not block the 
circuit breaker box in your kitchen.

A question was asked about a designated pet area. Larry will have to check with upper management 
about that.

OIR Report
The June meeting will be Officer Bystrom's last. The new OIR will be introduced then too.
26 proactive visits, 2 fraud calls, 1 auto theft, 1 auto damage call, 1 narcotics call.
Keith Draz spoke next.
There was a situation at one hi-rise with a resident carrying two guns.
It is legal for PHA residents to own a gun and carry it if they have the correct permit for it. (There is no 
restriction provided individuals are legally allowed to own firearms.) 
You need a special permit to carry a gun. (Different than one just to own the gun.) 
Gun owners still need to follow safe firearm practices. (This includes going through training if you 
want a permit to carry.) Someone with a permit can be violated if they are carrying while under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol.
The PHA is not allowed to ban guns in hi-rises.
Report any unsafe gun handling or threats to management. (Even things like showing a gun around or 
cleaning it in public should not be done.)

Be careful being in the stairwells alone late at night. There have been issues at some hi-rises.

A reminder was given to keep your door locked.

Old Business
Elections:
Election Judge Ruby Steward closed the officer nominations.
The nominees are:
President: Jimmy Mach
Vice President:
Robin Dahl
Glenda Creyer
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Secretary: Melissa Pappas
Treasurer: Lauree Stolarczyk
Jesse Thomas
Fifth Officer: Rosie Leisze
Abraha Michael
Community Builder:
Jimmy Mach
Daniel Sarasti

Daniel and Jimmy will work as a team as community builders.
Rosie and Abraha will share the 5th officer position.
Vice President and Treasurer are the only positions that will need to be voted on. The others will be 
voted in by acclimation.

There will be a potluck party on May 24th. Meat will be provided. Sign up on the bulletin board if you 
will be attending.
A question was raised about whether it was a potluck since the Council will be providing some food.

New Business
There will be a Christian worship service on May 25th at 1:30PM. The service is non-denominational.

Going to things at the Science Museum was mentioned. There are a lot of events in the coming month 
that people might be interested in.

Peggy Gruendeman won dime-a-time.
Yong Jiang and Glenda Creyer won the door prizes.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00PM


